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X HILE France is prevailing abroad, and an In- 
2 ſurrection deſigned, and abetted by Popiſi 
: Powers, is dividing us at Home; it is impoſſi- 
ble, but every thinking Perfon muſt apprehend the Danger : 
Danger, I ſay, which, firſt, threatens the Liberties and 
Properties, both Sacred and Civil, of Britain and, Jre- 
land: And, next, muſt overturn the Liberties of all Eu- 
rohe; and with theſe, the l Intereſt. I am even 
confounded to ſee, that, in ſuch a critical Juncture, an un- 
common Security prevails witlf all of my Neighbours 
and many ſeem to wiſh, that this deſtructive Scheme ſhould 
ſucceed, ——T cannot be ſo uncharitable, as to impute this 
to any other Cauſe, than profound Ignorance of paſt Events, 
or to want of Thought; and therefore think myſelf obli- 
ged, by the Station in which Providence has placed me, 
to endeavour to remind my Neighbours and Friends, of the 
Original of this Pretenſion and Diſpute ; and of the glo- 
rious, though Bloody, Struggles 4 our Anceſtors, againſt 
Superſtition and arbitrary Power, — I ſhall therefore 
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3 
(ſappofing ſome Knowledge of Hiſtory) firſt, give a Sum- 
mary of the Grounds and Original of this Controveriy; 
and next, condeſcend on the Cauſes of my own Fears, which 
take to be Grounds of Alarm to all around me. = 
On the firſt, I ſhall confine myſelf to what Buchanan 
and Camden, Burnet and Clarendon, Rnpin and Ruther- 
Ford, &c. unanimouſly agree in: In a Word, Hiſtorians, 
Whigs and Tories, own; that | 
While the Kingdoms of Srotland and England were go- 
verned by different Princes, their reſpective Laws and Li- 
berties were ſeldom ſo much as attempted by the moſt am- 
bitious aud enterpriſing Monarch of either Nation. The 
legiſlative Power was indeed in the King, but ſo connect- 
ed with the Repreſematives of the People, that without 
the Concurrence of the Conventions of State, or Parlia- 
ment, in Scotland and England, the King could neither 
make, nor diſpenſe with any Law, in any Emergency; nor 
ould he 5 Money, even in the greateſt Extremity. 
heir Kings, for more than a thouſand Years, were but the 
Executors of the Law, or Adminiſtrators to the Republick: 
Infomuch, that in caſe of Male-adminiſtration, the Sove- 
| reigns of both Kingdoms, have, in ſeveral Inſtances, been 
depoſed, expelled, or ſecluded ; ; and others ſubſtituted in 
their Room, by Authority of the People: Witneſs Jon 
and Edward Baliol, Fames III. and Queen Mary of St.- 
Hand, and Eluurd II. and Richard II. of England, &c. 
But on the Acceſſion of James VI. of SHorland, to the 
Throne of England, Pride and Flattery ſet other Opinions of 
regal Power, and other Maxims of Government on Foot, 
lt was now aſſerted, That Monarchy and lineal Suc- 
* .ceffion, were of divine Inftitution.—— That the Perſons, 
% as well as the Authority of Kings, were ordain'd of 
% God.——That all Power, and all Property, was veſted 
* in him alone.—-That the Liberties of the People, and 
“ Privileges of Parliament, were but ſo many Conceſſions 
* or Extortions from the Crown.—That the King is above 
*. the Law; bound by no Law); not even by his Corona- 
tion Oath ; and accountable to God only.—That whether 
_ * he diſpenie with the Laws, or violate them, be is nej- 
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3 
ther to be reſtrain d, nor reſiſted. That Subjects muſh 


yield implicite Obedience to his Commands, or — 


* ly ſubmit to his Will. In a Word, that Kings as 
< were abſolute, in Matters Civil or Ecclefiaftical ; _ 
© in all Things, the ſupreme Diſpoſers of the Lires and 


Properties of their go rm — 


Theſe abſurd, even ridiculous Maxims, are at the Bot- 
tom of the preſent Queſtion. And notwithſtanding their 
ridiculous Abſurdity,” were believed at Court, as infallible 
Truths. Fawning Courtiers maintained them—-- The 
Clergy, who expected Preferment from the Court, aſſerted 


them.—For the {ame Reaſon, they were received i into the 


Inns of Court.— And on all theſe Accounts, they at laſt 
intoxicated the Nation, in ſuch a Meaſure, as nothing bur 
the Effects of them could undeceive i itz and theſe quickly 
appeared in a dreadful Manner. For, 
by, The King on theſe Principles preſumed, that the 
Peop e in electing, and even the Parliament in judging, 
were to give up their Reaſon, and their Intereſts to boot; 
and be implicitely ſubject to his humorous and arbitrary 
Pleaſure. Witneſs his Commands contained in his Writs 
to the Freeholder Electors.— His Vill and Pleaſure, im- 
riouſly intimated to the Committee of Elections. His ab- 
181 lute Orders to the Parliament itſelf; forbidding ſome 
Queſtions, and requiring them to enter upon, and deter- 
mine other Queſtions, according to his Sovereign Orders. 
— With bis own Hand tearing the Proteſtation ot the Com- 
mons, out of their own Journal. book and after all, im- 


priſoning ſuch Members as had ſpoke freely, or oppoled the 


arbitrary Meaſures of. the Court. 


Another Conſequence of theſe Maxims was, that none, 


but ſuch as approved of them, were regarded at Court. 


To doubt of them was the worſt of Hereſy. To propa- 
gate them, was the moſt effectual Recommendation to Pre- 


ferment.— The Roman Catholick, and High Church Party 


(for their own Ends) aſſerted them from Pulpit and Preis z 
while the Low-Church Party, and all the Diſſenters (eſpe- 
cially the Presbyterians) oppoſed them with — 
This _ him regard the firſt of "IR as the beſt of his 
Subjects; 


Wd. 


Subjects; while the laſt became odious to him.—On this 
Account, he firſt forms the Project of a Toleration in Fa- 
vours of Papiſts; and next, forms the unaccountable Scheme 
of uniting them and Proteſtants together ; by propoſing, 
that the Papiſts ſhould drop ſome of their peculiar Ten 8 
and Superſtitions; and his Proteſtant Subjects ſhould be 
obliged to receive the reſt.— He would even have his Pro- 
teſtant Subjects make the firſt Step; as if he meant to ac- 
knowledge that they had been in the Wrong to ſeparate 
from that idolatrous Church. To this Purpoſe, a new Li- 
turgy was formed, and additional Ceremonies were enjoin'd 
in the Church of Exgland: While in Scotland, the Epiſ- 
gopal Hierarchy was ſet up; and the Presbyterian Govern- 
ment (to which, a few Years before, he had ſworn with 
dreadful Imprecations) was not only overturned; but all its 
Adherents perſecuted ; and the Engl; Popiſh Ceremonies 
were to be forced on the Nation. e 

A third Effect of theſe Opinions was, That the King 
could endure no Oppoſition to his Will; inſomuch as, that 
when Parliaments would not aſſert his Abſurdities, and 
implicitely obey him, he allowed no more to meet, but 
abſolutely required that his Proclamations ſhould have all 
the Authority of Laws enacted in Parliament.— By theſe 
he laid on Taxes of all Kinds; demanded Loans and Be- 
nevolences; and makes Reſiſtence to them treaſonable.— 
Thus the Laws, Religion, and Property of the Nation 
were unh inged; and by the King's cruel Severities againſt 
all the Aſſertors of Liberty, (impriſoning, fining, pillory- 
ing, baniſhing, Sc.) he ſhowed his Deſign to render their 
Lives alſo precarious,” and entirely at his Diſpoſal; but 
ere the Deſign was perfected, the King diet. ; 
But alas! his Maxims ſurvived. His unfortunate Son 
King Charles I. came to the Crown, full of theſe fatal Max- 
ims which his Father had adopted, and under the In- 
fluence of the ſame Counſellors, who had been the Mini- 
{ters of his Father's arbitrary Proceedings The ſame 
Schemes were purſued, and by the ſame Methods, as under. 
the foregoing Reign. Tis true, Parliaments were called, 
two (no leſs) in the firſt ; and one, in he fourth Year 00 
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his Reign; but ſo ſoon as they entered on Redreſs of Grie= 
vances; they were inſtantly diſſolved; and the King be- 
came determined to govern without them. For twelve Years 
none were called; and the King by Proclamation forbids 
his Subjects to ſpeak of them under the Penalties of Trea- 
ſon. During this Period, the Humour of the Court 
was the only Rule of Government.—All Sorts of Methods 
for raiſing Money, many ridiculous, many ſcandalous, but. 
all grievous, were made uſe of. Supplemental Acts of 
State were made to ſupply Defects in Law; and thus 
Tunnage, Poundage, Shipmony, Knighthood, Monopolies, 
Loans, Benevolences, and other illegal Demands, were 
levied by the King's Order, in expreſs Oppoſition to Acts 
of Parliament. To ſupport the Agents and Inſtruments 
of theſe illegal Exactions, the Star Chamber, and the 
High Commiſſion Court, proved as ſevere as they were ini- 
quous. Exceſſive Fines, Confiſcations, Baniſhment; c- 
were the certain Fate of ſuch as were not pliable enough 
to theſe arbitrary Meaſures, and became ſo frequent, that 
the whole Nation groan'd under the Oppreſſion. 5 
the mean Time, a Popiſh Queen, bigotted to her Religion, 
and zealouſly bent to have it, and French Maxims of 
Government eſtabliſhed in Hritain, puſhed on theſe De- 
figns, and had a fatal Influence on the uxorious King. 
In this miſerable Situation, Things continued until the 
King was about to accompliſh what his Father had begun; 
wiz, to force the Engliſh Liturgy upon the Church of Sor- 
land. This raiſed ſuch a Flame in the Nation, as iſſued 
in a War between the King and his Sotiſb Subjects; in 
which the laſt had ſo much Advantage; as to throw the 
King's Affairs into ſuch Perplexity, as obliged him to 
call a Parliament, and to reſolve to give ſome Satisfaction 
to his Subjects, in the Matter of ſome of their moſt op- 
preſſive Grievances * 

Accordingly, in this Parliament 1640, ſome Conceſſions 
were made, and ſome favourable Acts were paſs d; but 
with ſuch Circumſtances, as ſhowed they were no more 
than extorted Favours, which would be recalled ſo ſoon as 
the King's Situation would allow of it, This occafioned 
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the Parliament to draw up the famous Remonſtrance, con- 
Eſting of 204 Articles, in which the Complaints of the 
Subjects are minutely condeſcended on.— 
occaſioned a Breach betwixt the King and Parliament ; and 
| his Attempt on Lord Kimbolton and the five Members com- 


This again 


Neated it. — The Parliament was reſolved to have the regal 
Power reduced to its due and antient Limits; while the 
King reſol ved to maintain an abſolute Power, which, thro* 


the Prejudice of his Education, he thought to be, and 


called his Prerogative. In this View, the King billeted 
Soldiers all over England, to overawe the Nation ; and'a 
Body of German Horle were intended for the ſame Pur- 
poſe — That dreadful Evidence of Popiſh Treachery 


and Cruelty, he Trib Maſſacre, happened at this Time 


1641. In it above 100;e00 Proteſtants were butchered 3 


and 200,000 more teduced to the moſt miſerable Degrees 


of Pain and Want. Theſe [ri Rebels 3 to have 

; and many be- 
Iieved them: Even theſe who were convinced of the For- 
gery of that pretended Commiſſion from the King; yet they 
were perſuaded the Thing was done by the Direction of 
the Queen. Every one's Mind was thus ſharpened.— 
The King withdrew, and ſet up his Standard at Notting- 
zam. The Parliament alſo armed, and a long and 
bloody civil War enſued, and iflued in the King's Death. 
l am far from vindicating every Step the Parliament made; 
but leaſt of all, their fatal Proceedings in putting the K ing 
to Death. When the King was in their Power, it was 


the beſt Opportunity that could offer for ſettling the Con- 


ſtitution; by fixing the Prerogatives of the Crown, and 
the Privileges of the Subject. But by their Proceedings, 
inſtead of rectifying, they overturned the Conſtitution, and 


changed the Monatchy into a Commonwealth, which ſub= 


fiſted until the Reſtoration.” | 
The Parliament which reſtored King Charles II. fell 
into the ſame Fault, tho” on oppoſite Principles. The 
exiled Prince would chearfully have aſſented to any Act 
fettling the Conſtitution, as a Condition of his Reſtoration; 
But that Aſſembly, after determining to reſtore him, 
thought no more on Terms or Conditions; all their Scheme 


was - 
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was to haſten the Event. This Precipitancy proved fatal 
to that Family, and was near to prove ſuch to the Nation it 

Among other bad. Conſequences which attended the Ba- 
niſhment . of thoſe Princes, there were two which ſoon 
appeared. The firſt was, that during their Refidence in 
epi Countries, their religious Principles were perverted; 
King Charles became ſecretly, and the Duke of 73rk pro- 
feſſedly, Popiſh. The fecond was, that the arbitrary 
Methods of Government, praiſed by abſolute Monarchs 
in France and Spain, rivetted in them the, Principles which 
their Grandfather had adopted; and which had proved 
fatal to their Father: And accordingly, . 1 

Tho? one would have thought that theſe Princes, (who 


knew the Grounds of the Quarrel in the preceeding Reign, 


and had ſuffered fo much by it) would, on their Reſtoration, 
have acted upon other Principles, and purfued other Me- 
thods of Government; yet it was juſt the contrary, iuſo- 
much, that if formerly the Nation had ſtruggled in Blood 
for their Liberties, they were now to contend for their Re- 
1 and Liberties both. The Principles of Popery and 


arbitrary Power produced exceſſive Severities againſt all 


that oppoſed them. — In England, (beſides ſuffering Laity) 


2000 Miniſters were deprived of their Livings, and expoſed 
with their Families to Mitery and Want; for no other Rea- 
ſon, but that they would not conform to the additional 
Rites with which the Popiſh Party had loaded the Eugliſb 
Liturgy,—— In Scotland, the beſt Blood of the Nation, 
both of Nobility and Gentry, was ſhed on Scaffolds; and 


all the Miniſters who would not conform to Epi-copacy, 


were deprived; prohibited to teach or preach; and for 
perſiſting in their Duty, were impriſoned, fined, baniſhed, 
and put to Death. But as ſome alive remember that bloody 
Period (when the Lives of the g:eateſt Part of the Nation 
lay at the Mercy of a barbarous Soldiery, directed by a 
| bigotted Papiſt) and the moſt of us have beard of it from 


ur Fathers, I only put you in mind of it. While ſuch 
eres were uſed againſt Proteſtants at Home, the Plan 
was laid to deſtroy thoſe abroad. To effect this, the triple 
55 | Al- 
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Alliance (which was * to curb the growing Power 
of France, and maintain the Proteſtant Intereſt, and in 
which, the Dutch were allied with England, &c.) was 
broke; and at the very Time when the Parliament was ad- 
' vancing a great Sum of Money for maintaining it, a ſecret 
Treaty was made with France, Dunkirk was ſold to them, 


War ſuddenly proclaimed 18 70 the Dutch; in order to 
0 


carry it on, Money was raiſed by the moſt illegal and moſt 
unjuſt Methods that ever had been practiſed; viz. by ſhut- 
ting up the Exchequer.— All the while, every Method 
Was uſed for encouraging Papiſts; the Penal Laws were 
ſuſpended, a Toleration was publiſhed with the ſole View 
of including Roman Catholicks; and every Perſon, tho ught 
capable of oppoſing theſe Schemes, was marked out for Pe- 
ſtruction, — Things continued in this Way, until the Na- 
tion took the Alarm; and (what is very remarkable) that 
very Parliament who about 17 or 18 Years before (ſo long 
| had they fat) had aſſerted the divine Right of hereditary 
Succeſſion, the abſolute Power of the King, and the Un- 
Iawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in any Caſe, found ſuch Cauſe to 
retra& their Principles, and alter their Conduct, that firſt 
they paſſed the Teſt Act, in order to remove all Papiſts 
from publick Employments; they next forced the King 
to break the League with France, and make Peace with 
the Dutch. The Popiſh Plot was diſcovered about this 
Time, and determined them by another Act to declare all 
Papiſts uncapable of coming near the King's Perſon. And 
Iiftly, they even, in Defiance of the divine Right of heredi- 
tary Succeſſion, projected a Bill for excluding the Duke of 
York. But this was N by the Diſſolution of the 
Parliament. In the ſucceeding Parliaments, the Excluſion 
was again attempted; but had no other Effect than to pro- 
cure Riad daten, and expoſe ſuch Members as had . 26 
Axe of it to the Reſentment of the Court : Cruel 


eſentments indeed! By theſe the excellent Lord Ruſt] and 


Mr. Alzernoon Sidney bled ; and every avowed Adherent 
of Religion and Liberty was oppreſſed, —-At laſt, in order 


— Do 


wy ld LS > 0 tw... 4A hd am 


Tom 


„ 


4 of 


r! 


| 11 1 . 
t o procure a Parliament devoted to the Court, an unhear'd 
of Method was taken; this was, fr{, by recalling the Char- 
ters of all the Corporations, to render them more dependent 
on himſelf; and nent, by changing all the Sheriffs in 
England, who were not ey devoted to the Court; 
that thus no Member might be returned to Parliament, but 
ſuch as the Court approved of.----By ſuch Methods as theſe, 
a Parliament was at laſt procured of the Court's Nomination; 
and diſpoled to ena any Propoſal might be made.----Such 
was the Crifis of our 792 and Religion, when the 
King's Death diſſolved the Parliament. 5 
He was ſucceeded by the Duke of Vork, King James 
VII. who, in Attachment to Popery, and Zeal for arbitra- 
ry Power, far exceeded his Brother, and was in both re- 
markably bigotted. Tho' on his Acceſſion he promiſed, 
on the Word of a King, to maintain the Liberties of the 
People, and the eſtabliſhed Church; yet, the whole of 
his Government ſhowed his Averſion to both. A Parlia- 
ment, of the Stamp as the laſt, in the former Reign, in 
their firſt Sederunt, unanimouſly voted him a Revenue for 
Lite, of 2, 500, ooo Pounds Sterling, — This, wich the 
Iſſue of the ill-concerted Expeditions of Arzyll into Srot- 
land, and of Monmouth into England, made the King 
think his Throne was eſtabliſhed, and that he might 
throw off the Maſque. Upon this he raiſed an Army, 
which he filled with Popiſh Officers. Told his Parlia- 
ment he would not diſmils them, and on their inſiſting, 
that the Teſt Act might be maintained, he diſſolved them. 
(1 ſtay not on the bloody Cruelties of Judge 7effertes, 

whoſe Affizes were called in barbarous Banter by the Kin 
himſelf, his Come arcNns, ſo much Blood did he ſhed ; 
nor on the bloody Orders, barbarouſly executed by General 
Kirk, &c. I ſhall only mention his Proceedings, more di- 
rectly attacking Laws and Religion.) The Judges were 
forced to declare, that it was an eſſential Prerogative of the 
Crown, to diſpenſe with all Penal Laws. A Court of 
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Inquifition, under the Name of a Commiſſion for Eceleſi- 
aſtical Cauſes, was erected.— The Clergy were forbid to 
preach on controverted Points; that is, to defend their Re- 
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ligion againſt the open Attacks of Popyh Prieſts. The 
Earl of Caftleimain was lent on a ſolemn Embaſſy to Rome, 
to reconcile the ZBrizifh Dominions to the Papa] See.—— 
A Nuncio from the Pope made his pompous and magnifi- 
cent Entry into London, in Portificalibus.—— Jeſuit Schools 
and Popiſh Seminaries were erected in London. All the 
Miniſters of State, who would not concur in repealing the 
Laus againſt Papiſts, were turned out, notwithſtanding 
paſt Services, and Rowan Catholices, or others ſufficiently 
pliable, were put in their Places, ——The diſpenſing Pow- 
er was vigorouſly exercited in protecting the Papiſts. Fre- 
quent Declarations were publiſhed in their Behalf.— Not 
latisfied with a Toleration, the Deſign is formed to give 
them a Place in the Colleges. To this Purpole, the King 
required the Vice Chance] or of Cambridge, to beſtow the 
'Univerfity Degrees upon a Benedictine Monk; and upon 
his Refuſal, deprived him of his Office. With the fame 
View, he required the Fellows of Magdalene College in 
Oxford, to chuſe Anthony Farmer (a Man of bad Chara- 
Cter, but acceptable at Court, as being privately engaged 
to Popery) for their Prefident, in Oppoſition to their Sta- 
tutes and Oaths; and upon their Refuſal, deprived the 
whole Members, except two who conformed. —Four Po- 
piſp Biſhops were conſecrated, and ſent to exercile their 
Functions in different Parts of England. No Preferment 
in the Court's Nomination was diſpoled of, but to Papiſts, 
or to ſuch as they knew would comply. — The Church of 
England itſelf was deſigned to be made a Tool for intro- 
ducing Popery, when the King ordered them to read his 
Declaration for tolerating the Papiſts, and on their refuſing, 
committed the ſeven Biſhops to the Tower. I he Admi- 
niſtration was yet more grievous and threatning in Corland, 
than in England. Publick Schools, and Societies of 77 - 
ites, were not only erected, and Maſs publickly 1aid ; but 
Proteſtant Churches and Chapels were converted into 
Maſs-houſes.— A Popiſ Printer, was, by Patent from the 
King, authorized to print and publiſh Popiſp Books; and 
| was called Printer to his Majeſty's Houſhold, College and 
Chapel. The Children of Proteſtant Nobility and Gen- 
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Proceedings, and at other 'Times ordered to determine, ac- 


13 

try were taken from them, and ſent abroad to be bred To- 
p. Prieſts had liberal Penſions for perverting Prote- 
ſtants, while Places and Preferments were as liberally pro- 
miſed to every Proſelyte.— Proteſtants were diſcharged - 
from all Offices and Truſt, civil or military, and Papiſts 
preferred to them.—Oaths contrary to Law were impoſed, 
—— Money was raiſed without Conſent of Parliament, 
By his ſole Authority, he kept up a ſtanding Army in the 
midſt of Peace, and maintained them on free Quarters. — 


The Officers of his Army were employed as Judges in the 


Nation, and the Subjects put to Death by them, without 
Trial, Jury or Record. — Exorbitant Fines were impoſed, 
extravagant Bail exacted, and Fines and Forfeitures diſpo- 
ſed of before Proceſs or Conviction.—— Obſolete Laws, 
frivolous Pretences and defective Proofs were ſtretched to 
the forfeiting the Eftates, and even taking the Lives of 
Subjects, who were obnoxious to the Court.— The Rights 
of the Royal Burroughs were intirely ſubverted, by impoſ- 
ing on them Magiſtrates, (many 9 them Papiſts) Town- 
council and Clerks, contrary to their Charters, and without 
Sentence, Surrender or Conſent.— The very Proceedings 


of Judges in civil or criminal Cauſes, behoved to be und 


the Direction of the Court; who ſometimes diſcharge 


” 
* 


cording to the King's Will and Pleaſure.— To render the 


Judges more dependent, the Tenor of their Commiſſions 


was changed, from during Life and good Behaviour, to du- 
ring the King's Pleaſure. And to render the Subject 
more liable to Severities, Racks and Tortures were autho- 
rized ;—— The Pannel was obliged to ſwear in his own 
Cauſe, even to ſwear on the Subject of ſecret Thoughts, 
as well as Facts; and every Head of a Family was anſwe- 
rable for the Conduct of every Member in it, Cc. In a 
Word, ſuch were the Proceedings of the Court, as ſhewed 
to the Conviction of the Nation, that our Religion and 
Liberties were periſhing; and to add to their Fears, it was. 
now pretended, that the Queen was delivered of a Son, of 
whom they could not but apprehend that his Education 
would be tuch, as might perpetuate Tyranny and Superſti- 
tion on them, and their Poſterity, But ſo ſuſpicious 7 


Part of the Nation were convinced, that it was no other 
than an Impoſture, deſigned to preclude the Princeſs of O- 
range from the Crown, becauſe ſhe was ſtedfaſtly Prote- 
ftant.— The leaſt that can be ſaid of it, is, that if the Queen 
was really delivered at that Time, ſhe and the King acted, 
as if they deſigned that the Nation ſhould not believe it. 
Inth is Criſis, it is remarkable, that the High-Church 
Party, the Univerſities, and theſe very Perſons, who had 
been the moſt violent Aſſertors of the King's abſolute Pow- 
er, and of the Doctrine of Non - reſiſtance, found it high 


Time for the Nation to defend itſelf; and heartily joined 


In inviting the Prince of Orange to come over. Thus the 
Revolution was happily effected in 1688. 


At this bleſſed Period, the Conſtitution 


was at laſt ſettled 


in ſuch an admirable Manner, that by it, the Power of the 


King, and the Liberties of the Subject are ſo fixed, ſo ba- 
Janced, that it is morally impoſfible that the King ſhould 
ever enſlave his Subjects, or the Subjects affront the King.— 
The Power of making and diſpenſing with Laws; the 
Power of levying Money, and of giving final Sentence in 


Power of making Peace and War, the Power of nominat- 
ing all civil and military Officers; and that of the Coin- 
age, is entirely in the King, Yet in ſuch a Manner are 
theſe reſpective Powers connected, that while the King's 
Aſſent is requiſite to every Act of Parliament, the King's 
— Adminiſtration is not only of itſelf in ſome Meaſure de- 


endent on the Parliament, but is likewiſe ſubje&t to par- 


Iiamentary Enquiries —The Nation has now enjoyed this 


"4 


admirable Conſtitution for 57 Tears. l fay no more in 


recommending it, than deſiring you to remember, what Li- 
berty, ſacred and civil; what Peace, what Plenty, what 
Security, Honour and Safety we have enjoyed during that 
eriod. r op 
But alas! we are grown indifferent about it; or even 
weary of it! Numbers among us ſeem to wiſh to ſee 
Popery once more invading the Nation; and arbitrar 
Power again prevailing,-.-— And now, a young Gentleman 


hag 


the Circumſtances of that alledged Birth, that the eulen 


Eo Cauſes, is entirely in the Subject; that is, in their 
epreſentatives the Parliament; on the other Hand, the 
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has appeared, who is believed to be the Son of that Pre- 
tender, whoſe Birth, as by the Queen, was believed to be 
an Impoſture. His genteel Appearance, and artful Conduct, 
engages Numbers to him; while his Promiſes and Mani- 
feſtos gain him prevailing Credit. While a confiderable 
Party are in Arms, in behalf of a Popiſh Pretender, we 
find others employing their Pens, in miſrepreſenting that 
glorious Event, the Revolution; and by diſguiſing Truths, 
and boldly afſerting Falſhoods, endea vouring to alienate 
our Minds from the pteſent Government w Conſtitution, 
and reconcile us to the Defigns of Rome and France.----— 
In Spite of all this, my Neighbours and Countrymen ſeem 
quite ſecure, —— I think myſelf therefore bound to con- 
deſcend on the Reaſons, why I think the Nation (and 
all the Proteſtant States in Europe) ought to be alarm- 
ed. | | 
And f7f, The Ground upon which he ſtates his Claim 
is of itſelf enough to alarm every Man who calls himſelf a 
Free Briton, In his Manifeſtos, he calls it, His Hereditary 
Indefeaſible Right. Perhaps ſome of my Hearers do not 
underſtand, or do not advert to the Meaning of theſe 
Words —— lt is aſſerting, that his Right is fo founded 
on his Birth, that no Miſcarriages, no abuſe of Power, no 

Crime whatever, can either annul his Right, or infer ar 
Reſtraint on his Power: That, do what he will with the 
Rehgion, Laws, Properties or Lives of his Subjects, he 
ſtill has Right to their Allegiance; and they are bound im- 
plicitely to obey, or paſlively to ſuffer, I wonder how 
any Man can aſſert ſuch a Right, and after all call the 
Nation free? A Prince who claims an Indeſeaſible Right, 
claims to be as abſolute as an Emperor of Morocco, or 4 
King of Fance; and if he goes not to all the Extremities 
of Tyranny, praiſed in theſe Countries, it is owing to his 
own Good-rature; not to his want of Power. His 
Pleaſure muſt be the ultimate Judgment in Matters of 
Law,—His Deſtres muſt be the only Meaſure of his 
Demands.——His Caprice or Humour alone muſt deter- 
mine abſolutely of the Property or Puniſhment of all his 
Subjects.——Let me ask any Aſſertor of an indefeaſible 
Right, who is Proteſtant, What Part would he have acted 
ts | " "WP 


"F Tan. : 
in the Year 1688? Let him reflect on the wide Steps which 
King James was taking to introduce Popery and arbitrary 
9 88 : And let him then tell me, whether this indefeaſible 

ight would have made him implicitely obedient, or even 
1 until his Religion, Laws and Property were un- 
done ? or let him tell what he would do now, if ſuch At- 
tempts were to be 4 1 I had Occaſion to obſerve, that 
in a like Period, theſe very Perſons, who had been the 
keeneſt Aſſertors of the Extent of regal Power, found 
themſelves obliged to retract their Principles, and alter their 
88 1 x. no doubt, but what was then called the 
 Unconſtancy of: Iſlanders, would appear as remarkably now, 
it did then. And indeed it is more than probable, that 
if this deſperate Deſign ſhould: ſucceed, there will be as 
great Occafion for it. But after all, before I leave the 
Subject, I muſt obſerve that his Birthright, if indefeaſible 
ow, was neither thought ſo, nor called ſo, until the 
; of King James VI. and if Birth gives this indefea- 
fible Right, we muſt ſeek the Monarchs of Eugland, among 
the Deſcendents of the Hritiſb Kings in JYales;——and our 
Scortiſp Monarchs will not be found but in the Deſcendents 
of King ohn Bahidl in France. But I have faid enough 
on this ſenſeleſs Sound, which I thought had been long ſince 
exploded, as a Pretence that cannot find one Argument to 
upport it; and yet is full of the moſt threatning Evils that 


can befal the Nation. 53 | 
.. Secondly, His known Principles as a Papiſt, muſt give 
every Proteſtant in Europe, peculiarly thoſe in Brizain, the 
molt dreadful] Apprehenſions. It is true, that Difference 
n Religion, doth not make void the Magiſtrate's juſt and 
legal Authority, nor free the People from their due Obedi- 
ence to him. But there is a wide Odds between Diffe- 
rence in Religion, and Oppeſzion in Religion; as is the 
Caſe betwixt Papiſts and Proteſtants. Every Roman Ca- 
tholick is, by his Principles, bound to extripate Hereticks 
(fo Proteſtants are called ;) and all Methods that can effect 
this whether Force or Fraud, are with them reckoned al- 
lowable to deceive them, is highly meritorious;— To 
romiſe, yea ſwear to them, is even required, provided 

ſuch Oaths or Promiſes be made with a Defign to do the 
| N : con- 
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Lontrary; but to keep ſuch Engagements, is accounted à 
damnable Sin; as not to engage in ſuch Projects for propa- 


gating the Faith, by the Deſtruction of theſe they call He- 


reticks, is unpardonable at Rome. As this is notourly 


the Caſe, let me ask any Proteſtant of common Senſe, whe- 


ther he could conſent that the fupreme Power of the Nation 
ſhould be lodged in the Hands of one, who by his Con- 


ſcience was obliged to ovetturn our Religion? or, ſuppoſing 


ſuch an one poſſeſſed of the Government, would he not 
exert himſelf to the utmoſt; in order to wreſt it from him? 
hat the Pretender is a Papiſt, nay a Jeſuit; and one 
of the moſt bigotted, is univerſally known. The Party 
for ſome Time, would have had us believe that the Son 
was a Proteſtant 5 few indeed believed ſuch an improbable 
Fancy: And His Abettors now own, that he is indeed 
Popiſh.— Well they may own it: Since, if he could have 
but born the Imputation of being a Proteſtant, he would 
not have failed to publiſh a Thing which would have mul- 
tiplied his Party: —— What a Spirit of Madneſs muſt it be, 
that engages Proteſtants to raiſe ſuch to the Throne! It 
would ſeem; that ſuch had reſolved, after abandoning their 
Liberties; to give up their Religion and Souls to boot, for 
the Sake of their Party. | 
Thirdly, Our Fears muſt be greater, on refleQting on the 
Education he muſt have had in Rome and France. The 
Maxims, and Manner of adminiſtrating the Government, 
both Civil and Ecclefiaſtica] in theſe Places, is univerſally 
known. Popery, in theſe Places, diſplays all its baleful 
Influentes, while arbitrary Power is fixed beyond diſpute ; 
and produces numberleſs Inſtances of Tyranny in the Miſe- 
ries of the Subject. * | 


. Fourthly; That theſe Grounds of Fear are not mere Pro- 


babilities, is evident, both from his Manifeſtos, and other 
Proceedings fince he came to the Nation. By the firſt, he 
has declared his Sentiments anent the Adminiſtration of his 
alledged Grandfather ; while he bids the Nation remember 
. the Lenity of that Government. It ſeems, that in his 


Opinion of Things, it is a perfect Model, unleſs; perhaps, 
he thinks it was too mild,—— But he goes a 1 5 _ 
| urther 
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further, and very boldly treads in one of the moſt tyranni- 
cal Steps of King Zames VII. I mean, aſſuming a diſpen- 
ſing Power. His Manifeſto not only diſpenſes with, but 
goes in direct Oppoſition to the Laws which have been made 
for the Security of the Subject, while the Crown is diſputed 
by different Competitors. By the famous Statute of Hen- 
ry VII. the Subject ſupporting a King, who is actually 
poſſeſſed of the Government, tho? without a Right to it, 
is declared not to be guilty of Treaſon. But, by his bloody 
Declaration, this Statute is ſet aſide; and all the Nation 
( excepting his wicked Adherents) are made liable in 
Life and Fortune to his Reſentment :=— Nor does his 
Conduct belie his Declaration: Witneſs, his arbitrary Aſ- 
ſeſſments on Towns, demanded on the Pain of military 
Execution. If theſe be conſiſtent with his Promiſes of 
governing according to Law, let the World judge. But if 
thus he ſpeaks, and thus acts, while he would engage the 
Nation to him, and apprehends Oppoſition; what muſt our 

Fate be, if God for our Sins ſhould permit him to mount 
the Throne? Eſpecially as, | 25 
Fliſilly, There is great Reaſon to apprehend, that Fa- 
mily and perſonal Reſentments will give a peculiar Edge to 
his Proceedings againſt Proteſtants of all Denominations, 
and every Aſſertor of Liberty. To this add, 

Sixthly, The Obligations and Engagements he 1s under 
to the Courts of Rome, Spain, and France; the Deſign of 
the two firſt, ſeems to be confined to the propagating of the 
Romiſp Faith. But the Deſigns of the laſt, ſtrike as much 
at our Liberties, as theſe of the former do at our Religion. 
——How much the Pretender muſt be under the Influence 
of theſe Powers, is too evident to need Explication. But 
I ſhall take this Opportunity to obſerve to thoſe Gentle- 
men that complain ſo much of the National Debt, that, 
ſhould the Pretender's Defigns ſucceed, the Crown would 
be found in as much Debt, as is now due by the Govern- 
ment, but not a Farthing of it payable to the Subject. And 
I need not tell how dexterous theſe Courts are in ſtating, I 
had almoſt ſaid, in multiplying Accounts, „ 

I forbear mentioning the Conſequences with which this 

Wb | pro- 
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projected Revolution muſt be attended; which reſpect the 


Intereſt of all Proteſtant Proprietors in the Nation (Popiſh 


Poſſeſſors will be exeemed on Account of Principles.) I 
ſhall only obſerve, that the Proprietors of Abbay-Lands, 


Biſhop-Lands, and forfeited Eſtates, Sc. together with 
the Creditors of the Government for National Debts, muſt 
lay their Account with being ſtripp'd of the Subject, and 
made accountable for Emoluments.— But deeper, and far 
more dreadful Scenes open to our Proſpect, ſhould this 
Deſign take Place.—The Horrors of an Inquiſition, and 


the Severities of an abſolute and exaſperated, Monarch are 


terrible to think on.— May God in infinite Mercy prevent 
them. = | 

It is ſurpriſing, that, amidſt theſe impending Evils, fo 
many of our Countrymen ſhould with Proſperity to the 
Attempt ; and do all they can to huſh our Fears, and re- 
concile us to the Project !——Before I conclude, I ſhall 
take Notice of ſome of the moſt plauſible Arguments by 
which they endeavour to lead the unſtable and unwary a- 
ſtray. As, 5 


Firſt, His hereditary indefeafible Right, which they 


impiouſly call Divine; and from which they infer, that 
without denying our Obedience to God, we cannot refute 
our Allegiance to him.—This antiquated W him I had al- 
ready Occaſion to mention; and I am perſuaded it will ne- 
ver gain Credit, but where Party Zeal and Prejudice en- 
gages to a Cauſe that has nothing elſe to ſupport it. But, 


Secondly, We are dunned with the Word of a Prince, : 
and of a Chriſtian, to which God himielf is called Witnels ; 


and by which the Pretender obliges himſelf to govern ac- 
cording to Law, and to maintain the Proteſtant Religion. 
— And what would one ask more? (ſay all his Abbettors.) 
That we may not be impoſed on by flattering Words, be- 


ſides referring to what Ihave ſaid upon the Subject of his 


Principles, I muſt here obſerve, 
Firſt, That his Promiſe of governing according to Law, 
is an Expreſſion o vague, ſo equivocal, as to be capable 
of even oppoſite Meanings. — One Thing is plain, that the 
Laws ſettling the — at the. Revolution, can make 
| 2 no 
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no Part of Law in his Senſe of the Word; for that, and all 


Adds made fince, are by him, and his Party, declared to be 


Acts of Uſurpation.— Thus our Conſtitution, for which 
our Anceſtors ſtruggled through Blood, is null in his Opi- 
nion, and his Promiſe can have no Relation to it.— As to 
Laus before the Revolution, he may ſafely promiſe to 
govern according to them; becauſe ſome of theſe warranted 
a Power as arbitrary as the King could claim: Witneſs the 
Acts of King Charles II's firſt Parliament, aſſerting the Pre- 
rogative Royal in all its Branches, condemning Reſiſtance, 
and * KN. the Subject to yield paſſive Obedience. But 
after all, I preſume that no Roman Catholick can ſuſtain 
any Acts of Parliament as legal, ſince the Reign of Henry 
VIII. when the Popiſh Abbots and Priors, Oc. loſt their 
Votes in Parliament. Perhaps this may lead us to a 
noble Evaſion of his Promiſe of maintaining the Proteſtant 


Religion as by Law eſtabliſhed ; becauſe, according to the 


Popiſh View, there is actually no Law in its Favours. — 
But it is the ſame to the Nation, if ſuch Promiſes are bro- 
ken, whether they be broken by a Jeſuitical Evaſion, or 
by a Diſpenſation from Rome. CT 

I Reaſonings from Probabilities of the higheſt Sort do 
not alarm, paſt Experience in fimilar Caſes, ſhould at 


leaſt put the Nation on its Guard..—-And what Reliance 


we may have on the Word of a King, and a Chriſtian, (but 
a Roman Catholic) even where God is called to Witneſs, 
will be beſt ſeen by remembring the ſolemn Promiſes made 
by King James VII. to l. is Council firſt, and afterwards 


to his Parliament, of governing according to Law, and 


maintaining the eſtabliſhed Religion. The firſt of theſe 
Promiſes he kept not a Week; and for the ſecond, it was 
the Buſineſs of his whole Reign to deſtroy the eſtabliſhed 
Religion.——But a more appoſite Cale, and more fimilar 
to the preſent, was his Conduct in HVeland in 1689. As I 
have Reaſon to think that moſt of my Hearers are Stran- 

rs to that Affair; I ſhall take the Liberty to inform 


them of it, from undeniable Authority, and with all poſs 


fible Brevity. 


Tho King James had ſeen the Averſion of the Nation 
1 I to 
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to Popery and arbitrary Power, diſplay itſelf by the De- 
fection of the whole Nation from him to the Prince of 
Orange; yet ſo did his Principles fix him in his Deſigns, 
that theſe appeared as much, or more at Heart with him, 
than his Reſtoration itſelf. ——He had got a French Army, 


and Supplies of Money from Lewis XIV. 
theſe he arrived in Ireland, where he found the Trip Pa- 
piſts in Arms for him.—In order to make ſure of the whole 
Nation, and if poſſible to reconcile the Proteſtants to him- 
ſelf; he publiſhed a Declaration on the $th of May 1689, 
in which, among other Promiſes, he called God to Wit- 
neſs : That the Defence of his Proteſtant Sukjects, in their 
Religion, Privileges and Properties, was equally his Care, 
with the Recovery of his Rights. Here I am ſure was 


the Word of a King.—But how was it kept! He had pro- 


cured a Parliament, in which Biſhop Ning obſerves, that 
in the Upper-Houſe, there were but Foux or Five 'Tempo- 
ral, and Four Spiritual Lords who were Proteſtants ; and 
in the Lower-Houſe, but two Members who could be call- 
ed Proteſtant. —By Means of this Parliament, and with 
the · Aſſiſtance of the two moſt unworthy Men in Ireland, 
I mean Chief Juſtice Nugent, and Chancellor Fitton, 
(whom he had juſt then raiſed to theſe Dignities) he firſt 


procured an Act repealing the Act of Settlement. The 


Act of Settlement was the Act by which the Eſtates of the 
bloody Papiſts who had perpetrated the horrid Maſſacre in 
1641, were forfeited, and fold to, or otherwiſe veſted in 
Proteſtants. But by this Repeal, about two Thirds of the 


Proteſtants in the Nation were deprived of their Eſtates, - 


without any Enquiry how they came by them ; and the 
Papiſts were again put in Poſſeſſion of tnem.— How this 


Bill, which got the Royal Aſſent on the 12th of May, a- 


greed with his ſolemn Promiſe of the Sth of that Month, 
every one may judge. ke 


But the Deſign was no leſs than the utter Extirpation of 


the Proteſtants ; and therefore, as a great many of them 
had, upon the arming of the Papiſts, and the News of 
King Zames coming over with an armed Force, retired to 


England and Scotland, &c, and as there were none in a] 
9 | and. 
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to deliver up their Arms both offenſive and defenſiue; and 
| | | | for- 


22 


kund who could write, but kept Correſpondence with their 


another Act 


Friends or Acquaintances in theſe Places; 


was paſſed by this Parliament; by which, Al Proteſtants 


of whatever Degree, Sex or Age, who at that Time were 
out of the Kingdom; and all who. dwelt in any Place of 
the three Kingdoms, which did not own King James's 
Power, and all who correſponded with ſuch, or were any 
Way aſſiſting or abetting to them, from the iſt of Auguſt 
2688, were attainted of High Treaſon, and their Eſtates 
declared to be forfeited, and veſted in his Majeſty. By this 
unparalleled Act, two Archbiſhops, one Duke, ſeventeen 
Earls, ſeven Counteſſes, twenty-eight Viſcounts, two Viſ- 
counteſſes, ſeven Biſhops, eighteen Barons, thirty-three Ba- 
ronets, fifty-one Knights, eighty three Clergymen, and 
two thouſand one hundred and eighty-two Eſquires and. 
Gentlemen were declared Traitors, and adjudged to ſuffer. 
the Pains of Death, and Forfeiture. ons 
Befides theſe Parliamentary Proceedings, in Oppoſition 
to his Declaration, it is proper to obſerve, That upon that 
King's coming to Dublin, the Univerfity had waited on 


him. On receiving their Addreſs, he told them, That he 


world preſerue them in their Liberties and Properties; and 
evould rather augment than diminiſh the Privileges and Im- 
munities granted to them by his Predeceſſors. But, inſtead 
of this, he put a Popiſh Garriſon in the Houſe, turned 
their Chapel into a Magazine, and their Chambers into 
Priſons for Proteſtants ; expelled the Proteſtant Maſters, 
and put Popiſh Priefts in their Room. And finally, for- 
bade more than three of the former Collegians to meet to- 
gether on Pain of Death. 


In the mean Time, the Ecclefiaſtical Dignities and Be- 


nefices which were either made, or fel] vacant, were de- 


- fignedly kept ſo; and the Revenues of them firſt __ into 


the Exchequer, and then diſpoſed of to. Popiſh Biſhops and 

Prieſts, Tf 7% 61 10 
Jo crown all, an Order was at laſt publiſned in Dublin, 

commanding that all Proteſtants, not Houſe-keepers, ſhould 


inſtantly depart the City; all ſuch as were Houſe-keeper's 
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forbidding above five Proteſtants to meet any where upon 


Pain of Death.—The Governor of Dublin being asked, 
Whether this Order was defigned to hinder their Meeting 
in Churches? Anſwered, It was intended to prevent their 
aſſembling there, as well as in other Places. And accor- 
dingly, all the Churches were ſhut up; and all religious 
Aſſemblies of Proteſtants were forbid, throughout the 
Kingdom, upon Pain of Death.———All theſe Things 
were done betwixt the 8th of May, and the 18th of June; 
and our poor Proteſtant Brethren had no ProſpeS left them 
but a ſecond Maſſacre, when King Milliam became the De- 
liverer of Ireland, in a yet more eminent Senſe, than he 
had been that of Broetain. | 


by Popiſh Powers; and thus we are to expect 
miſes will be accomphſhed. | | 
Thirdly, What has been ſaid, ſeems ſufficient to reply to 
what his Abettors tell us of its being highly improbable, 
that the preſent Pretender ſhould ever attempt a Thing, 
which proved ſo fatal to his Grandfather, ſo perplexi 
to his Uncle, and ſo prejudicial to his Father and bimſell 
For it is plain, the Cataſtrophe of King Charles I. had no 
Influence on King Charles II. nor on King James VII. 
nor had that Prince's Misfortunes in England any Influence 
on his Adminiſtration in treland. And indeed Prece- 
dents have but little Weight, when Principle, Prejudice, 
Paſſion, and ſpecial Obligations are in the oppoſite Scale. 
But we are further told by theſe Folks; _ 
Fourthly, That ſuch is the Genius and Temper of theſe 
Nations, that we need not fear that ever arbitrary Power 
ſhould prevail, or Popery be intruded on them.—But-F 
muſt ask them, If they would wiſh to ſe the Nation obli- 
ged to ſtruggle againſt theſe ? I would have them further 


It is thus, my Proteſtant Countrymen will be proteſtal 2 
ir Pro- 


to remember, that the Miſcarriage of theſe Deſigns, was 


partly owing to the precipitant Meaſures purſued by King 
James; and we may reaſonably apprehend, that his Suc- 
ceſſors in that Scheme will take more deliberate, and more 
certain Methods. Peculiar Providences likewiſe inter- 
poſed at the Juncture we ſpeak of, ——— And, I — 
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Law but the Will of the Conqueror. 
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5 Bddy will ſay, that ſuch Providences are always to be ex- 


pected in Every ſuch Circumſtanſe. n 

Filly, Male. adminiſtrations in the preſent Government 
-areIStidlyicemplained of, as if theſe were ſufficient Grounds 
to:wiſh for a Change; or warrant a Revolt. But as all 


 rof theſe are either made on diſputable Articles, or ate no 


other than falſe and malicious Alledgances, I ſhall not 
enter into Particulars: I ſhall only ſay, what every one 
who compates the Reigns ſince, with thoſe before the Re- 
volution muſt join me in; v/z. That ſome Reigns before 
-that Period have been. more triumphant; but none fo free of 
Tyranny, as thoſe of late have been. 

On the Whole, I ſhould have thought, that even the Pa- 
piſts in this Nation would have forborn to join in an At- 
-tempt to bring the Pretender to the Throne; becauſe, tho 
by this they eſtabliſn their Religion, yet they muſt forfeit 


their Liberties. But how monſtrous: is it to think, that 


any Proteſtant in the Nation has joined in ſuch a Project, as 


to put the Proteſtant Religion under the Protection of a bi- 


gotted Papiſt, or our Liberties under the Adminiſtration of 
one who brings his political Maxims from Nome, Madrid, 
or Paris, is evidently the ſame Thing as to renounce them; 
eſpecially, as I am told; that he affects to ſpeak of this 
Expedition, as a Conqueſt: And thus propoſes to add the 


Right of the Sword to his hereditary Claim; and lets us 


know, that, as a conquered People, we ate to expect no 


To conclude, Let us, from this dreadful and melanchd- 
'Ty Proſpect, be perſuaded to give no Manner of Encourage- 


ment to the Pretender or his Abettors. Let us, on the con- 


trary, take every Opportunity, and uſe every Method 
which Providence puts in our Power for oppofing this fa- 
tal Project, and for 8 our happy Conſtitution. 
And for all theſe Ends, let us honeſtly apply ourſelves to 


the Duties of the Day, by humbling ourſelves before God, | 


ni beſeeching him, for Chriſt's Sake, that his Anger may- 
be done away, and this Stroke may be prevented, 53 
inn ay Ee. 
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